
AMERICA AND THE GREAT WAR 
AS PRESENTED IN A PEOPLE'S HISTORY OF AMERICAN EMPIRE 

 
Directions: Read excerpts from A People’s History of American Empire and answer the questions that 
follow.  There is a fair amount of thinking involved, so do not assume that you will be able to find all of the 
answers simply by reading the text; please do not just skim through looking for answers as you will take a 
great deal more from the book if you carefully read the dialogue. 
 
Note: The passage contains some quotes that are ethnically insensitive.  
 
World War I 
 
1) What is a "Proletarian Revolutionist"?  Who claimed that title? 
2) Do you think Wilson's decision to allow private banks (but not the government) to loan money to the 
Allies maintained American neutrality?  Explain. 
3) What was the value of American exports in 1913 (the year before WWI)? 
4) What was the value of American exports in 1916 (two years in to WWI)? 
5) Zinn argues that Wilson's decision to allow the Federal Reserve to sign Bankers' Acceptances from the 
Allies was an act of war against the Central Powers.  Do you agree?  Explain. 
6) What was the name of the British passenger ship sunk on May 7, 1915? 
7) What secret did the American government withhold about that ship? 
8) Do you think Germany's actions were justifiable?  Explain. 
9) What major aspect of the U.S. decision to enter WWI does Zinn leave out of his book? 
 
Resistance to War 
 
10) What two things did Wilson say that WWI was to be fought for? 
11) What was the purpose of the Espionage Act? 
12) Explain Wilson's justification for the draft in your own words. 
13) Do you think the Espionage Act was a violation of the 1st Amendment?  Explain. 
14) How many cases of disloyalty did the American Protective League report? 
15) Give examples of the groups of people who were arrested under the Espionage Act. 
16) Why did Alice Paul say that Wilson was a hypocrite? 
17) From where did Eugene V. Debs run for president in 1920?  Why? 
18) What do you think about Emma Goldman? 


